44                  ESSAYS ON FAITH

only to possess what are now allowed to be the
essential attributes of humanity. Of these ignorance
is one; and inseparable from ignorance is error. It
is not merely that to be ignorant of certain things
implies error about something, but that to be ignorant
of anything implies error about everything. To be
ignorant of the motion of the earth is to suppose
and affirm its stability; and so in all those number-
less cases where appearances contradict reality, and
where there is nothing to raise a doubt or suggest
a suspense of judgment. The error may be in-
nocuous ; the truth practically unimportant in itself;
still one false judgment is actually or potentially the
seed of an infinite multitude of errors, and, while it
endures, is a flaw in the mirror of the mind, a source
of endless misrepresentation. Unless we are prepared
to say that the human mind of Christ was equipped
with the results of all subsequent, nay, of all possible,
scientific discovery, it must have abounded in errors ;
and if with errors of one kind, why not with those
of another ? Error as such is not excluded. But to
deliver him from such inevitable mortal conditions
is to deny his perfect manhood, his likeness to us
in all but sin. Still worse, it is to make him the
player of a part, a proficient in equivocation.

But, besides all this, we must remember that merely
" inadequate" knowledge, however true as far as it
goes, by the very fact that it is not the whole truth
implies a certain kind of error. For to know a thing
means not merely to look at it as a whole in itself,
and to consider the arrangements of its parts within
that whole, but also to look at it as a part, and as
related to the whole body of possible knowledge; as an